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REF: USUN 1976 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING IS DEPARTMENT S INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF 
FRENCH TEXT OF BRIEFING GIVEN SWAPO PRESIDENT SAM NUJOMA 
IN LUANDA BY FRENCH AMBASSADOR THABAULT: 
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BEGIN TEXT 

I TALKED FOR NEARLY THREE HOURS TODAY AT OUR CHARGE 
D'AFFAIRES' RESIDENCE WITH SAM NUJOMA, PRESIDENT OF 
SWAPO. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY PETER NANYEMBA, SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE; LUCAS ECHAMBA, GENERAL TREASURER; ANTHONY 
KATAMILA, DELEGATE AT DAR ES SALAAM; AND HERMAN NANGOLO 
ITHETE, HEAD OF THE SWAPO MISSION AT LUANDA. 

I BEGAN BY OUTLINING THE PRINCIPAL WAYS IN WHICH PROGRESS 
HAD BEEN MADE DURING THE SECOND SESSION OF OUR CONVERSA- 
TIONS AT THE CAPE. MY LISTENERS SEEMED INTERESTED AT 
FIRST. ESPECIALLY BY THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR- 
GENERAL INSOFAR AS THAT CAN BE CONSIDERED A BY-PASSING OF 

THE MEMBERS OF THE TURNHALLE. THEY ASKED ME MANY 
QUESTIONS ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS AND 
THE CONTROL THAT THE UNITED NATIONS COULD EXERT IN THAT 
REGARD. 

THEN I BRIEFED THE PRESIDENT OF SWAPO IN DETAIL ON ALL 
THOSE POINTS, BASING MY COMMENTS ON THE MEMORANDUM WHICH 
THE FIVE DREW UP JOINTLY AT THE CAPE. MR. SAM NUJOMA 
IMMEDIATELY ASKED ME TO TRANSMIT A DOCUMENT TO HIM 
SETTING FORTH THE TOPICS OF THAT STATEMENT. HE ARGUED 
THAT AT MAPUTO THE UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR HAD 
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SUPPLIED HIM WITH THE TEXT OF OUR PREVIOUS MEMORANDUM. 

I THEREFORE HAD A GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE EXPLAINING TO 
HIM THAT I COULD NOT SATISFY HIS REQUEST. HE SAW A 
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ILL WILL THERE AND IT TOOK ME A WHILE 
TO DISPEL THAT IMPRESSION. 

AFTER SEVERAL REMARKS ON THE INCOMPATIBILITY OF THE 
PRESENCE IN NAMIBIA OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS WITH ANY 
FREE AND IMPARTIAL ELECTIONS, MR. SAM NUJOMA, WHO 
STRUCK ME AS A RELATIVELY OPEN MAN, BUT WILY AND 
SUSPICIOUS, DECLARED FORCEFULLY THAT SWAPO COULD NOT 
ACCEPT THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL 
IN NAMIBIA BY SOUTH AFRICA, EVEN IF THAT APPOINTMENT 
WERE SHORTLY FOLLOWED BY THE DISPATCH TO WINDHOEK OF 
A UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTATIVE. AT THAT POINT HE TOLD 
ME THE TURNHALLE WAS ONLY A COLLECTION OF PUPPETS AND 
HE DIDN'T CARE WHETHER OR NOT IT SET UP A GOVERNMENT 
AT WINDHOEK. 

MR. SAM NUJOMA ALSO TOLD ME THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY 
MUST EVACUATE NAMIBIA. A CEASE-FIRE MUST BE BROUGHT 
ABOUT AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY REPLACED BY "BLUE- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HELMETS." FOR SWAPO THE ONLY LEGAL AUTHORITY EMPOWERED 
TO TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TERRITORY DURING THE 
TRANSITION PERIOD IS STILL THE COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA. 

THE PRESIDENT OF SWAPO NEXT AFFIRMED THAT THE PROPOSALS 
CONTEMPLATED DURING OUR TALKS AT THE CAPE DID NOT 
APPEAR TO HIM TO CORRESPOND TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE IS 
ALL THE MORE CONVINCED OF THAT INASMUCH AS HE CONFUSES 
THOSE OF THE SECURVTY COUNCIL (SPECIFICALLY RESOLUTION 
NO. 385) AND THOSE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

I ATTEMPTED TO SHOW HIM THAT THE PROPOSALS OUTLINED AT 
THE CAPE WERE STILL IN HARMONY WITH SECURITY COUNCIL 
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RESOLUTION NO. 385, BUT I HAD OBVIOUSLY COLLIDED WITH A 

BASIC POSITION OF HIS. HE WAS ABSOLUTELY SET AGAINST 
MAKING A CONCESSION ON THE COMPETENCE OF THE COUNCIL 
FOR NAMIBIA. 

NEVERTHELESS, MY IMPRESSION REMAINS THAT MR. SAM NUJOMA 
IS A REALISTIC MAN. A MOMENT AFTER DENOUNCING THE 
SOUTH AFRICANS' BAD FAITH AND LACK OF SCRUPLES HE TOLD 
ME, A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE END OF OUR TALK, THAT IF 
THEY BEHAVED REASONABLY DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD 
AND IF THEY AGREED WITHOUT RESERVATION TO ENFORCEMENT 
OF THE PROVISIONS ALREADY DECIDED BY THE UNITED 
NATIONS, THEY COULD SAFEGUARD THEIR INTERESTS BY ACCORDS 
WITH THE INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT OF NAMIBIA. 

FURTHERMORE, SWAPO SEEMS NOT YET TO HAVE MADE A FINAL 
CHOICE REGARDING THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SYSTEM TO BE 
ADOPTED IN NAMIBIA UNDER ITS GOVERNMENT. AS MATTERS 
STAND NOW. THEIR THINKING SEEMS TO BE INSPIRED BY A 
MODERATE SOCIALISM IN WHICH PRAGMATISM PREVAILS OVER 
IDEOLOGY. THABAULT. END TEXT 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INFORMATION EXCHANGE, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, NEGOTIATIONS, BRIEFINGS, POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE145067 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/UNP:SESCUDERO:EK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770239-1 187, D770223-0646 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770630/aaaaazzj.tel 

Line Count: 160 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9d7e6078-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 USUN NEW YORK 1976 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2068730 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH BRIEFING OF NUJOMA ON CAPE TOWN TALKS CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL 
TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, US, SF, WA, FR, UK, GE, CA, UN, SWAPO, (NUJOMA, SAM) 

To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9d7e6078-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



